
Senior Spelling 

Arabic 

1. Arabic words display a spelling trend called folk etymol-

ogy. This means that when some of these words came 

into English, they were modified a bit to make them 

seem more natural. An example is mohair. Look at its 

definition! 

2. Since the Arabic alphabet varies so much from the Eng-

lish alphabet, spellings are not always consistent. 

3. Look for al- at the beginning of words. This affix means 

“the” in Arabic. It is important to note that elixir can be 

differentiated from these words by its pronunciation. 

4. An -i at the end of the word is pronounced /ē/ as in tree. 

5. A schwa as in the middle sound of fun is spelled with an 

-a if it appears at the end of the word. 

6. Look for double consonants in Arabic. 

7. Be aware of strange pronunciations, like that of diffa. 

8. A /k/ sound can be spelled with a “c”, “k”, or “kh”. 

The national finals of the 2012 

South Asian Spelling Bee will 

take place on August 17, 2012!  

®  



Asian Languages 
 
1. Asia is arguably the world’s most diverse continent and 

this diversity is exemplified in the number of different lan-

guages spoken in Asia. 67 languages are spoken by at least 

10,000 people in India alone. 

2. Since words in English from Asian languages were created 

by colonizers, many of these words are heavily 

“Anglicized” and the spellings are similar to other common 

English words. 

3. When in doubt, sound it out. Take your best guess at how 

you think the word is spelled, keeping in mind the fact 

that many of these words are spelled very simply. Don’t 

overcomplicate the word. 

4. Look out for double vowels as in mongoose, typhoon, 

shampoo, oolong, seersucker, rupee, loot, dungaree, bam-

boo and more. The double -o- is especially common. 

5. The most common languages you will encounter are Hindi 

and Sanskrit, but you may also encounter other languages 

such as Tamil and Urdu. 

6. Watch out for the silent -h- , which may appear in Hindi or 

Sanskrit. 


